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JICA/NW C PROJECT FLOWS INTO SECOND HALF OF 
IMPLEMENTATION   

 
The National Water Commission, in its continued quest to improve its service to customers, 

continues its partnership with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in the goal 

of developing a cost effective and efficient maintenance system. The JICA funded Technical 

Cooperation Project-‘Capacity Building for Water Maintenance’ commenced in January 2008 

and is already positively affecting key technical areas within the Commission. 

 

Fourteen (14) NWC staff members have already benefited from technical counterpart training 

from JICA experts in Japan, where they were exposed to advanced technology and water 

purification techniques; and yet another one hundred and thirty-five (135) continue to benefit 

from on the island training in areas such as Water Supply Management, Water Quality Control 

and Assurance and Operations and Maintenance. Four (4) employees were also granted 

training awards in the areas of Operation and Maintenance of Urban Water Supply Systems, 

Waterworks Engineering, and Industrial Wastewater Treatment Techniques in Japan.  

 

In addition, the Commission has already received and put into use equipment donated through 

this project valued at US$93,000. Included among these machines are two four-wheel drive 

motor vehicles, Infrared Thermometers and Valve Locators which are presently enhancing 

efficiency in the enterprise. 

 

At a recently held project workshop marking the mid-point of the project, NWC 

representatives, mainly from the target parishes of Hanover, St. James, St. Catherine and 

Kingston gave progress updates on stage one of the project. They also outlined short term plans 



aimed at developing the capacity of selected staff members through training and transferal of 

skills as well as the sustenance of the training programmes. Customers also stand to 

immediately benefit from improved designs to deal with high turbidity issues. 

 

“The NWC continues to benefit from more than fifteen (15) years collaborative relationship 

with the Japanese and this current NWC/JICA project is another fruition of this fertile 

relationship”, Mr. Vernon Barrett, Vice President, Strategic Planning said while speaking at a 

recent signing ceremony. The National Water Commission continues to be grateful to the 

Japan International Cooperation Agency for funding this Institutional Strengthening Project 

and partnering with the Commission in ensuring the enhancement of the reliability of water 

supply to customers, Mr. Barrett said.              

 

 
Vice President-Strategic Planning, Mr. Vernon Barrett (fourth left) signs a document on behalf of the NWC along 
with Ms. Pauline Morrison, Manager Bilateral Programme at the PIOJ(left), Mrs. Genefa Hibbert - Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Water and Housing(2nd left), Mr. Tsunenari Soyama - Programme Officer JICA, 
Lewis Lakeman, AVP Systems Development & Planning NWC (2nd right) and Ms. Keiko Yamamoto Senior 
Advisor - Water Supply & Sanitation, JICA.                                                                                                                                           
 


